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Once upon a time there were emus
and other adventures of the learners at the susan odell taylor school
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What would you do if an emu
jumped on your head?
It happened to Danny one day.
And it made Mrs. Cosgrove very nervous.
For weeks, the children took care of the emu eggs. They turned the eggs over, just like Dr. Dubacher told
them to. They learned how to tell when the hatching would start. And for three whole days, they watched
the baby emus being born.
But baby emus turn into bigger emus. And one day, one of them escaped.
That day, little Kathryn and her mom came to the Taylor School for the very first time. Mrs. Cosgrove was
showing them around when one of her students ran up to her.
“The emu jumped on Danny’s head!”
Mrs. Cosgrove worried. Would Kathryn be scared? Would she cry? Would Kathryn’s mom get mad?
No. Kathryn giggled. Her mom laughed out loud. Mrs. Cosgrove relaxed. And before long, Kathryn was
coming to the Taylor School every day.
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Dear Parents,
Try this experiment:
Read the emu story to your children. Watch their reaction. Did their eyes
get wide? Did their faces light up?
If so, they may just love it here.
Early education at the Taylor School is anything but ordinary. To be sure,
the children learn extraordinary things. Preschoolers find patterns in math
manipulatives; pre-Ks watch butterflies emerge; kindergartners write in
journals. Each proceeds at his or her own pace. All discover how to make
connections between their skills and the world around them.
But that’s not the best part. The best part is what Taylor children learn
about learning.
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i think that i shall
never see…
When the children couldn’t stop
staring at the Japanese cherry
tree—a riot of pink and magenta
in full bloom—Mrs. Cosgrove knew
just what to do. She took them to
the tree and showed them how it
changes with the seasons. Soon,
the children were making paintings of the tree on huge sheets of
paper and sculptures out of twigs
and clay. They used the fallen blossoms to make letters. They told Mrs.
Cosgrove their feelings about the
tree. And they learned more than
they ever knew.
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“I am a learner. I love to learn.”
What do you see when you walk through the Taylor School? It’s hard to miss the happy bustle that happens
everywhere. You might see kindergartners chatting warmly with teachers or working respectfully with each other.
You’ll notice the intimate class sizes, bright rooms, and learning centers. At Friday morning meeting, you might
watch pre-K students talk to the whole school about their glue-stick recycling project.
What you will see is a group of learners who love to learn.
There’s a reason for that. The Taylor School is all about nurturing joyful learners. Here, how they learn is as
important as what they learn. Because we know our children individually, we also know how to nurture them—
and bring out the best in each one. The halls and classrooms foster their curiosity and their creativity. Learning is
not wholly directed by teacher or child, but rather a conversation between the two. Parents are deeply involved
everywhere you look.
And what happens? Children learn at their own pace (often faster than you’d think). They develop. They have fun.
And, when the time comes, they are so ready to take on first grade.
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there’s more to life than
cars and trucks.
Of course, Michael and Dylan didn’t know that. So
when Mrs. Peterson said they were going to study
things that move, they went right for the on-road
vehicles. And she let them do that. But she also,
gently, nudged them toward looking at trains, and
jets, and hot-air balloons. They loved it. They learned
even more. And their world suddenly got larger.
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preschool at taylor

Routine gives them comfort. Play sets them free.
Three-year-olds love to play. They also thrive on a sense of routine. That’s why we provide both.
In the preschool classroom, children explore a wealth of activity centers: blocks, library, sand table, dramatic play, math manipulatives,
water table, art, music, science. Teachers encourage and suggest, but the children decide what to explore. They go outdoors several
times a day.
And everything happens at certain times. Group meeting. Activity centers. Show and tell. Read aloud. There is a rhythm of self-directed
and group activity, calm and active, with just enough flexibility to accommodate changes and special days.
The routine makes children feel secure. When they feel secure, they learn and grow. Joyfully. Confidently.
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pre-kindergarten at taylor

Adventure of the mind.
Why shouldn’t four-year-olds take a trip around the world?
Pre-kindergartners at the Taylor School have done just that (albeit virtually), with suitcases they packed
themselves. In their travels, they learned all about Israel and England, Mexico and Kenya.
Adventures like this are common here, and the kids love to explore. As part of math development, they cook,
count, compare and contrast, even graph data. In reading readiness, there’s guided reading, choral reading,
and hands-on phonetic materials. The children sing and learn Spanish. The classroom stations allow them to
move at their own pace and succeed on their level, whatever that level may be. They work by themselves, in
pairs, in multiage groups, and as a whole class.
Noisy? Oh, yes. Chaotic? No. Pre-K at Taylor means clear expectations and boundaries within which the
children freely operate. In that unique environment, they grow in all sorts of areas: literacy, science, math,
social studies, motor skills, and others.
They think they’re having fun. We think they’re learning. Why should those two things be different?
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sam was having a
bad day.
He wouldn’t talk. He refused to
move. And for some reason, he
kept taking his shoes off. But
Sam was willing to talk to Mrs.
Magoolaghan, Taylor’s academic
director. So Mrs. Magoolaghan
came down to the classroom and
gently asked him some questions.
Little by little, the story came out:
Sam and his mom had tussled
over the shoes that morning, and
he really needed to know she still
loved him. A two-minute phone
call cleared the air, and the day
turned wonderful for Sam, who
was so glad a grown-up had
listened to him.
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jonathan explains the
water cycle.
The rain started it. Jonathan watched
the torrent through the car window
as he and his mother drove home
from Lake Placid. And then he
started. “That rain falls down the
mountain to the stream to the
mouth of the ocean,” he explained.
“It’s not a mouth like our mouths. It’s
a different kind of mouth. Then the
water is absorbed into the clouds,
Mom, and then it rains and begins all
over again.”
Jonathan was five at the time. He had
learned all about it in kindergarten.
And his mother could hardly believe
her ears.
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kindergarten at taylor

Readers. Writers. Mathematicians. Scientists.
In kindergarten? Indeed. Whatever their skill levels, Taylor kindergartners come to class excited and ready to learn and grow.
At this level, our students use their confidence and their zest for learning to try out a curriculum that’s both challenging and just right
for their age. As an introduction to social studies, they might make Native American sand paintings, draw traditional symbols, and
learn about the barter system. In science, they might “make their own ears” out of cups and do other experiments to discover how
sound travels. The whole program is designed to help them grow in a way that makes sense for energetic five- and six-year-olds.
There’s still all the room in the world for them to learn at their own pace. A child might, for instance, join the second graders for math
and then return to his or her class for extra help with literacy. Or the other way around.
That’s the beauty of Taylor. We don’t teach children. We teach each child, one step at a time.
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rainy day blues.

10

Even in kindergarten, Julie could multiply numbers in her head—but she just couldn’t figure out the snaps on her
raincoat. One day she was wrestling with them for the umpteenth time, whimpering a little in the process, when
she heard a voice. “Do you need help with that?” Julie looked up and thought she saw a giant—but it was actually
a second-grader in her math class. Carefully, he showed her just how to work the snaps. Before she knew it, Julie
was out on the playground, having a ball in the rain.

Maybe you’re thinking…
“What about the details?” Here are the answers to a few common questions:
• Yes, we have extended days—before-care and after-care—at the same level of engagement the children enjoy 		
in their classrooms. If your plans change during the day, just call us, and we’ll take care of your child. Summer 		
and school vacation programs are available too.
• In terms of tuition, we are more affordable than the median for independent schools and child care 			
centers in the Capital Region. Through our premium child care plan, you can tailor our schedule to your 		
needs and make it even more affordable in the process.
• Taylor children are children. Occasionally they stumble. They have troublesome days. That makes 			
them especially welcome here. Children are always free to stretch, to risk, to make mistakes at Taylor. When 		
they struggle, adults (and other students) will help them out–and set them up for success.
• The playground is a favorite among our students—and they spend a lot of time there. We’ve tailored the daily 		
schedule around the normal rhythms of children. So, for instance, they play outdoors to let off steam, come in 		
hungry and ready for lunch, then quiet down for their daily rest time.
• This whole approach to learning doesn’t stop with kindergarten. On the contrary, it runs right through grade 6. 		
And while we do pay attention to New York State education standards, we treat them as a minimum, not a goal.
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What next?
There’s nothing quite like the mind of a child. It can practically burst with curiosity, discover all kinds of
exciting things, go in directions you’d never expect. As their minds explore, children become joyful lifetime learners, ready to take on the world. The only thing they need is someone to tend them just right.
That is our mission. It is what we love to do every school day.
Would your child thrive at Taylor? There’s only one way to find out. Visit us at taylorschool.org. And
then call us at 518-274-4994. We’d be happy to show you the school in action—and just how thrilled
the children are to be here.
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once an emu stand.
now a virtuoso.
Having an emu on your head is one
way to make an impression. But
Danny didn’t stop there. In sixth
grade, he entered the Invention
Convention—a national event in
which students identify a problem
and come up with a solution. Danny’s
invention, a slide to help him get
out of his bunk bed more quickly,
brought him to the semifinal round.
Today, in high school, he excels at
lacrosse and plays the sax on a level
that few teenagers—or adults—ever
reach.
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About the emu…
Emus are a lot like ostriches, and with good reason: they’re related.
Flightless and solitary, the emu makes its home in Australia and
is the second tallest bird in the world (next to its cousin). Emus
can trot long distances to find the plants and insects that make up
their diet; when necessary, they can sprint as fast as 30 mph. To
get attention, they boom, drum, and grunt and can be heard up to
two kilometers away. The males incubate the eggs.
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